about 10, and wherein m is an integer from 1 to about 20, said pendant portion of said 
formula is derived from a non-conjugated diene. 

REMARKS 

Claims 12-16 and 54-60 are pending in the application and have been rejected. 
With this amendment Claims 12, 13 and 54 have been amended in order to place the 
claims in condition for allowance. With this amendment Claims 1-11 and 17-53 were 
cancelled. 

The applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for granting an interview on March 3, 
2003 to the applicant's representative, Dan Hudak, Jr. During the interview the 
following rejections were discussed in reference to the subject application. 

Claims 13, 14 and 54-60 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicants regard as the invention. The Examiner states that 
Claims 13 and 54 are unclear when is 0. Accordingly, as discussed during the 
interview. Claims 13 and 54 have been amended to state that R® can be nonexistent as 
disclosed in the application on page 26, line 8. As indicated by the Examiner, when R® 
is nonexistent, the term will be taken to indicate that a single bond connects the two 
methylene moieties directly to each other rather than to R®. Removal of the 35 U.S.C. § 
112 second paragraph rejection is earnestly solicited. 

Claims 12, 15 and 16 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as being 
unpatentable over Esso et al (GB Patent No. 1 174323). The Examiner states that Esso 
at page 2, lines 83-85 discloses the use of methylene norbornene which reads upon the 
claim non-conjugated diene. As can be seen on attached page 1 1 15 from the Aldrich; 
Handbook of Fine Chemicals and Laboratory Equipment 2000-2001 Edition, methylene 
norbornene (structure 12,984-4) is a cyclic compound which broadly can be considered 
a diene. As disclosed in the specification on page 25, line 15 through page 26 line 10, 
the non-conjugated dienes of the present invention are not cyclic, but are instead 
aliphatic and thus branched or linear. Accordingly, independent Claim 12 has been 
amended to clarify that the non-conjugated diene is either linear chain or branched 
chain. Specific support for this claim limitation is found on page 25, line 17 and page 



28, line 6. Accordingly, the noted claim limitation excludes methylene norbomene which 
is taught by the Esso reference. The Esso reference cannot teach or suggest 
independent Claim 12, especially the non-conjugated diene thereof which is either linear 
chain or branched chain. Dependent Claim 13 further limits the diene to the specific 
branched chain diene having the specific disclosed formula. 

It is respectfully submitted that the claims are in condition for allowance and a 
notice of such is earnestly solicited. Should the Examiner have any questions or 
concerns regarding this response, a telephone call of the undersigned is greatly 
appreciated in order to expedite allowance of the application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HUDAK, SHUNK & FARINE CO., L.P.A. 
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